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, 2021
President of Turkmenistan

Sir Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov
Presidential Palace Türkmenbaşy
744000 Ashkhabad
TURKMENISTAN
Email: nt@online.tm

Dear Sir,
The journalist Nurgeldi Halykov (aged 26) was imprisoned and sentenced to four years in prison on charges of ‘fraud’, after an unfair trial, as a consequence of an Istagram photo he published, concerning the visit of a WHO experts-team, to Turkmenistan. Although the charges against him are minor, the Turkmen authorities have so far detained him. 
As member of ACAT (Action by Christian for the Abolition of Torture) affiliated to FIACAT - International Federation of ACATs), I am concerned with the persistent policy of prosecuting journalists working for independent medias and human rights defenders. Several correspondents of Radio Azatlyk (MM Allashov and Nepeskuliev), as well as whistle-blowers, such as MM Gaspar Matalaev and Mingelov, sadly had to experience it: they all had to spend years behind bars on trumped-up charges. 

At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, the continued detention of Mansur Mingelov, a Turkman minority rights activist, detained since August 2012 in the middle of drylands, who was sentenced to 22 years in prison after a trial characterized by numerous violations, seems to be particularly appalling. 
As he suffers from tuberculosis (TBC), it’s high time to release him unconditionally. 
Consequently, I call on you to:

· Immediately release the journalist Nurgeldi Halykov; 

· Immediately release Mr. Mansur Mingelov, and ensure he receives adequate medical treatment and rehabilitation;
· Open an independent investigation on the allegations of torture of Mr. Mingelov;
· Overturn both sentences and allow them, as all independent journalists and minorities and Human Rights defenders, to document and report about any violation: that is, refrain from using coercion and stop prosecuting any activist.
Mr. Mingelov, Mr. Nurgeldi Halykov and all other non-violent political prisoners must be released immediately, unconditionally and permanently; their physical and psychological integrity are to be protected, as well as their full access to doctors, legal advisers and family members. 
Lastly, I urge you to comply with the Mandela Rules of the United Nations.
I thank you for your attention.
Yours faithfully, 
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